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WILEY, Rém & FIELDING FE ION
1776 K Street, N.W. ggﬂs&?gh EN T

Washington, D.C. 20008
Phone Number: (202)420-7000. FEs 28 9 2u 4} 97

Facsimile Numbers: (202) 429-7207 or (202) 429-7049 -
Confidentiality Note

The Infarmation conlained in this facsimile- message is legally privieged and confidential Information
intended only for the use of the individual or entity named below. If the reader of this message Is not the
intended recipient, you are hereby notified thal any dissamination, distribution or copy-of this facsimiie
message Is strictly prohibited. If you have received this measage in error, please immediately notify us by
telephone and retumn the original message o us at the address above via the United States Poslal

Senvice. Thank You.

To: Brad Litchfield
From: By Jan Bamn
_ R ' X
Date: - . o Esbruary 27, 1997 ~ 3 -
- | - =N 33
Pages to Follow: 2 - o SFR3s
. . w ":-;n E: .?
User Number: 0799 Wl
Client Number. - 74564-1 g ~F
FaxNumber: = - 219-3923
Reclpient’s Phone Number: 219-3690
" Brad—
I will call you regarding this recent developmcnt.
. =Jan
Please contact the Fax operator at (202) 420-7330 if you do not receive this

facsimile message in its entirety. Thank you.

Opelatu": : Date: __Time:
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| view of the purposes of the retreat, and the cole which the preseace of the families is to play in

o

Congress of the Tnited SHtates
. SHasbington, BC 20518

February 12, 1997

Thes Hooorable Ray H. LaHood
U.S. House of Representatives
329 Cannon House Offics Building
Washington, D.C. 203515

Dear Colleague:

This respords to your lettes of February 11, 1997, signed Is your capasity us:Co-
Chaltman of the Bipartisan Retreat Planning Conunittee, regarding the Bipartisan Congressiona)
Retreat, which will take place. in Hershey, Pennsylvania on March [7-9, 1997. Ag identlcal
response Is being sent to Representative Skaggs, who co-signed the letter in his capacity os
Retreat Committee Co-Chairman. :

As described in your lettsr and in conversalions between your veprésentatives and
Committee counsel, the Retreat Committes hus invited Members and their families to the retreat
and offered 1o pay the cost of their transportation, lodging and meals.” Those costs will be paid
with a granr from the Pew Charitable Trusts, which is being sdministered by The Aspen
Institute. The balance of the costs are t0 be paid throogh anendance fees charged to the
attendees. : :

Your letter (1) requests that the Committae grant a waiver of the gift rule (House Rule
S1) w allow each participating Member to accept, from the Retreat Cormmitee, trave] expenses
for the retreat for all of the members of his or her immediste family, and (2) inquires whether
a Member may use campaign funds (a) to transport his or her famlly from home to Washington
for the trip to Hershey. or directly to Hershey, and retum, or (b) to pay the attendance fees.

Regarding your request for 3 waiver, as your letier Rotes, the gift rule provides that a
Member travelling st the éxpense of & private source In conaection with official duties is limited
to accepting, in addition, "travel expenses incurred on behalf of either the spouse or a child of
the Member® (¢clause 2(d)(4)). 'In view of the purposes of the retreat, as described in your leter,
and the importnt vole that the presence of €amilies is to play in accomplishing those purposes,
a waiver of thi¢ limitation Is appropriate here. Accordingly, the Committee hereby waives the
cited gift rule provision to 3llow esch participating Member to actept, from the Retreat
Committes, trave] expenwes for the retrest for M¢ or het spouse, at well 35 any of his or her
minor children. . i

As ©© whetber Members may use thelr campsign funds to pay the stiendapce fees and the

! family travel costs described sbove, the pertinent provision of the House rules is Rule 43(6).

As here relevant, that provision prohibits Members from coaverting campaign funds to personal
vse and requires'that campaign funds be used for bona fide cunpaign or political purposes. In
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necompllohiugthoupurpou IMCommiuusopin!oamlutmmdm of campalgn funds
{here in issue would not viclate that provision, provided that expenditures made Inbsbalfof

2N i children ate limited to minor children.  However, you also twed to consult the Federal Election
| Comunission on this matter, as pursuant 19 the Fedesa! Election Campalm Act, the Comm.\ulm
llw has jurisdiction over it,

It you have any further quesuom. pleue contact the Comim'a omce of leee md

Education a mlon 5-3787. -
' _ / Sincerely, ‘
Jumes V. HA% oward L., Beamn -
Chairman i

~~ JVH/HLB:jev



